PREFACE

In (he early 1960s, when the writing of this hook was broached, the Idea was to
make it a third edition of A Cultural History of Western Education, which was first
published by McGraw-Hill in 1947 and revised in 1955. But it has turned out to be a
new and different book. A momentous decade that speeded up revolutionary transfor-
mations in (he world of nations as well as in (he world of scholarship and education
made the original plan obsolete.
True, the earlier book had ventured upon a new path for its time in its effort to
view the history of education as an integral part of the history of social institutions
and the history of ideas. I hoped, thereby, to remedy a defect in much of the prior
writing and leaching in (he history of education namely, a tendency to look upon
education as an inslitu(ion isolated from (he major forces at work in the surrounding
society and culture. In this respect I anticipated by a decade the revisionist movement
that swept American historiography in (he late 1050s and early 1960s. (See Biblio-
graphical Notes, pp. 569-570.)
The earlier book was rooted in a social concern that the study of history should
be a basic resource for getting a firm grasp on (.he critical problems facing public policy
in education as well as for gaining reliable knowledge about the educational past. In
this effort to highlight (hose persistent political, economic, religious, and intellectual
controversies of the past which would be most illuminating to the making of informed
judgments about the predicament of the present, I anticipated the clamor of the 1960s
thai education be relevant to the great issues and human needs of our time.
In these (wo respects I reaffirm for this hook the basic intentions of the earlier
book: to provide a history of education broadly based in general history and, at (he
same time, (o display a (imely sense of the meaning of historical themes for the
deepest civili/ational crises of (he present. But the older hook did not and, in many
respects, could not anticipate (he range of revolutionary changes that culminated
during the 1960s. While it is too soon to make definitive historical judgments, it is
entirely possible that the third quarter of the twentieth century marked a distinctive
turning point in (he human condition, a turning point that may well be compared with
one or two of the other major transformations in human history. So a new hook had
to be written. Although this book inevitably draws upon some of the insights and
materials of A Cultural History of Western Education, it may bo considered a successor
to the earlier book rather than a revision in the usual sense. It is, however, revisionist
in the most fundamental sense.
ix